
that Brianne would’ve told her
about any serious problems.

But she has no explanation for
why Brianne, on the day before her
disappearance, was seen by her
co-workers at McDonald’s to be
crying through part of her shift.

The Wolgrams last saw their
daughter at around 8 p.m. on the
Saturday she went missing. “She
came home from work and we
were supposed to go to a barbe-
cue,” says Sheryl. “We asked her
if she wanted to come. She said no,
that she was tired. She was going
to stay home and rest because she
had plans to go out later.”

The bizarre events of the next 12
hours have left the Wolgrams
stumped for answers. Brianne was
supposed to meet her best friend
Kristi, who finished her shift at
11 p.m. They were planning to
hang out. Brianne had agreed to
pick up a case of wine coolers.

Two witnesses remember see-
ing Brianne at a local 7-Eleven at
around 11:15. She was with three

girls who appeared to be her
friends. None of the girls appar-
ently bought anything. In this town
of 8,000, Brianne’s three “friends”
have yet to be identified.

One of the witnesses saw all four
girls get into Brianne’s black Acura
Integra and turn left out of the
store’s parking lot to go down Vic-
toria Road. He followed them
south out of town before turning
off to his home.

The Wolgrams were woken at
3:15 a.m. Brianne’s friend Kristi
was on the phone. “She wanted to
know if Brianne was home,” says
Sheryl. “I said no. She said: ‘Well,
she didn’t meet me after work and
nobody’s seen her.’ She’d been dri-
ving around looking for her. We
got off the phone and my husband
and I went looking.”

Over the following days, the ter-
rible possibilities sank in. A hunter
reported having seen Brianne in
the bush at kilometre 18 on the
Akokolex Road — about 45-min-
utes from her home. He also

remembered seeing a vehicle a
short time later travelling in the
same direction as the girl.

Police found Brianne’s car aban-
doned in the same area. It had
apparently hit a tree and gone off
the road. The keys were still in the
ignition. The seat was pulled as
close to the wheel as possible –
the way Brianne liked it. In the
glove compartment, they found
$200 in cash. From the backseat,
they removed what was left of a
case of wine coolers. Most were
only half empty. Most disturbing
of all, there was no one in sight. An
extensive search of the area
revealed nothing.

Sheryl says the whole thing is
weird beyond belief. “It’s not like
Brianne just to get chummy with
some kids and take off with them,”
she says. “She was kind of shy.”

And exactly who were these
girls? Their composite sketches,
displayed in posters all over Rev-
elstoke and the rest of Canada for
the past three years, have yielded
nothing. Sheryl’s convinced that
the three girls are the key to her
daughter’s disappearance and crit-
icizes the town’s RCMP detach-
ment for not doing more to track
them down.

“I think they’ve just treated this
as a runaway case,” says Sheryl.
“They’re not serious enough.”

Revelstoke RCMP Sgt. Art Klein,
head of the investigation, acknowl-
edged yesterday that the case was
at a standstill. He said they’ve
checked out several tips about
who the mystery girls might be,

but with no success. 
He denied that Brianne’s disap-

pearance had been treated as a
runaway case.

Fred Maille, a veteran investi-
gator of missing children cases,
says it’s almost unknown for a
child to run away and
not make contact with-
in the first two years.

“Something always
happens within the first
two years,” says Maille,
who has worked on
dozens of cases —
including the Michael
Hammond file. “Sooner
or later, there’s some
contact with a past
associate or a family
member.”

He says the key to finding a miss-
ing child is to act fast. “One of the
things we’ve learned over the
years is that in most cases, if
you’re going to solve them, it’s usu-
ally done very quickly and it’s
done by thorough neighbourhood
enquiries,” he says.

That’s exactly what’s happening
right now in the Victoria suburb
of Sooke. Jesokah Adkens, 17,
became the latest “unknown” sta-
tistic on the night of Sept. 26.

The young woman, who had
recently moved into her own place
but remained on good terms with
her parents, was last seen at a bus-
stop shortly after leaving the home
of a friend. There were a few issues
in Jesokah’s life – most notably
that she had recently split up with
her boyfriend and was keen to get

back together.
But Rhonda Morgan, executive

director of the Missing Children
Society of Canada, who flew to
Vancouver Island from Calgary last
month to join the search, says
she’s almost certain that Jesokah

is not a runaway.
She says what wor-

ries her the most
about Jesokah’s dis-
appearance is that
the girl was known to
be in the habit of
hitch-hiking on local
roads. “She looks
very much like a vic-
tim of opportunity —
on the road with her
thumb out, wrong
place, wrong time,”

says Morgan.
In Sooke, meanwhile, Jesokah’s

parents, Clayton and Jocelyn
Adkens, say they’re not even close
to giving up the search for their
daughter. “We just know she did-
n’t get on that bus,” says her
father. “But we still hope every day
that we’re going to see her again.”
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— Victoria Times Colonist

Jocelan and Clayton Adkens’s daughter, Jesokah, didn’t get on the bus to go home.

Tomorrow: Why does B.C. have more runaways than anywhere else in Canada?

If you have information on
the whereabouts of Michael
Hammond, Brianne Wolgram,
Jesokah Adkens or any other
missing child in B.C., please
call: ChildFind B.C. at: 604-
251-3463, the Missing Children
Society at: 1-800-661-6160, or
your local police department. 

If you can help

JEKSOKAH ADKENS

Brianne was last seen with the three girls, above. They are not suspects,
but police believe they could offer information about what happened.

— The Province

Sheryl Wolgram of Revelstoke says Brianne never met her friend after work.


